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B. Statement adopted by the Committee at itsfifty-fourth session

22. At its 1318th meeting, on 10 March 1999, the Committee adopted the following statement:
Statement on the human rights of the Kurdish people

The Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discriminationis profoundly alarmed about widespread and systematic
violations of human rights inflicted on people because of their ethnic or national origin. Ethnic antagonisms, especially
when mixed with political opposition, giverise to many forms of violent conflict, including terrorist actionsand
military operations. In many parts of the worldthey cause immense suffering, including the loss of many lives, the
destruction of cultural heritage and the massive displacement of populations.

In this context, the Committee expressesits concern about acts and policies of suppression of the fundamental rights
and the identity of the Kurds as distinct people. The Committee stressesthat the Kurdish people, wherever they live,
should be able tolead their lives in dignity, to preserve their culture and to enjoy, wherever appropriate, ahigh degree
of autonomy.

The Committee appeal s to the competent organs of the United Nations and to all authorities and organizations working
for peace, justice and human rights to deploy all necessary efforts in order to achieve peaceful solutionswhich do
justice to the fundamental human rights and freedoms of the Kurdish people.
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